
District Financial Update       Fall 2013 

Ohio has a new school funding formula 

 
After much political wrangling and teeth gnashing between the Governor’s office, the Ohio 
House, and the Senate, the new biennium budget also contains a new formula for funding 
schools in Ohio. The new Ohio budget has increased funding for public schools Ohio by nearly a 
billion dollars more than the 2011 state biennium budget did and changes how that money is 
distributed among schools.  
 
The 2013 state budget puts more than $15 billion into traditional public school over the next 
two years. That’s a 4 percent increase for 2014 compared to the current year, and a 6 percent 
increase over the 2011 budget. About two-thirds of districts will receive more state money in 
2014 and 2015 than they did over the past two years and no district will receive less money this 
coming year than it did in the previous year. 
 
The new formula replaces the temporary “bridge” formula of the 2011 budget with a new 
formula that sets a base amount of spending per pupil to be paid by both the state and local 
taxpayers. For 2014 that figure is $5,745. The state’s share of that amount varies by district 
based on the wealth of the district. In districts with less property wealth or lower income 
residents, the state picks up a bigger share of the funding. Poorer districts again get additional 
funding on top of that base figure in an attempt to give them the same resources as wealthier 
districts. All districts receive additional funding for certain groups of students including students 
with disabilities and students from low-income families. 
 
The new state budget limits how much more state funding a district can receive compared to 
last year. The budget caps funding increases per district at 6.25% for 2014 and 10.5% for 2015. 
Mad River is slated to receive those maximum increases for the next two years.  
 
It has been years since the District has received any state funding increases so this is welcome 
news for our school district. The increase funding will help keep the District financially sound by 
allowing us to keep up with inflation of our expenses while continuing to invest more in our 
student’s education.  
 
Hope you enjoyed the summer, and as always if you have any questions, please call me at 937-
259-6610 or email me at jerry.ellender@madriverschools.org  
 

Jerry Ellender, CPA 

Treasurer/CFO 
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